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U,  S.  cattle  numbers  rose  to  a 
record  99.5  million  head  this 
January,  The  increase  during  1961 
was  in  beef  cattle  and  calves,  as 
cattle  kept  for  milk  continued  to 
decline.  This  is  the  fourth  year  of 
increase  in  cattle  numbers.  During 
this  time  inventories  have  risen 
9  percent,  a  slower  buildup  than  in 
previous  cycles. 

Changes  in  cattle  numbers  from  a 
year  earlier  were  moderate  for  most 
States.  The  largest  gains,  both  in 
numbers  and  percentagewise,  were 
in  the  West  North  Central  and  South 
Central  Regions.  Dairy  herds  de- 
clined in  all  regions  except  the 
Nortli  Atlantic  and  East  North  Cen- 
tral States  but  all  regions  reported 
increases  in  beef  cattle. 
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SUMMARY 

Price  outlook  for  livestock  up  to  mid-year  is  favorable.    Cattle  prices 
are  expected  to  hold  relatively  stable  throu^out  the  first  half  of  I962  vith 
some  additional  price  strength  probable  in  the  early  spring  period.  Hog 
prices  are  expected  to  hold  relatively  stable  through  mid- spring,  and  then 
start  moving  up  to  the  summer  seasonal  peak.    Prices  for  old  crop  lambs  likely 
will  continue  to  edge  up  through  early  April,  and  early  spring  lambs  are 
expected  to  command  a  price  considerably  above  year-earlier  levels .  Cattle, 
sheep,  and  lamb  prices  are  expected  to  be  substantially  above  year-earlier 
levels  by  June  but  hog  prices  likely  will  remain  below. 

More  uncertainty  surrounds  the  price  picture  for  the  last  half  of  19^2; 
but  in  general,  prices  are  expected  to  average  lower  than  for  the  first  half 
of  the  year.    Cattle  prices  likely  will  decrease  thro\igh  the  summer  and  fall 
and  likely  will  drop  below  year-earlier  prices  during  the  late  summer  and 
fall.    Hog  prices  are  expected  to  decrease  seasonally  to  a  fall  or  early 
winter  low  and  will  continue  under  year-earlier  prices.    Lamb  prices  are 
expected  to  decrease  to  a  seasonal  low  in  the  fall  but  will  continue  above 
year-earlier  levels. 

Total  red  meat  production  will  set  a  record  in  I962  of  approximately 
29  billion  pounds.    The  red  meat  supply  will  incliide  more  beef,  veal,  and  pork 
but  less  lamb  and  mutton.    The  increase  in  red  meat  production  is  about  equal 
to  the  rate  of  population  growth  but  decreased  imports  of  processing  beef  the 
latter  part  of  I962  is  expected  to  result  in  a  per  capita  consumption  slightly 
below  the  161.2  pounds  consumed  in  1961.    Per  capita  consumsH^on  of  beef  and 
lamb  and  mutton  likely  will  be  less  than  the  87.8  and  5.I  pounds  cons\amed  per 
person  last  year.    Veal  consumption  per  person  may  increase  slightly  and  pork 

consumption  is  expected  to  increase  by  almost  a  pound  from  the  I961  per  capita 
consumption  of  62,6  pounds. 
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The  January  1  inventory  of  cattle  and  calves  on  farms  rose  by  2  percent 
to  99 •5  million  head  from  97.3  million  head  a  year  ago.    Beef  cow  numbers  were 
up  by  1.1  mi3-lion  head  and  an  additional  1  million  beef  calves  were  included  in 
the  inventory.    Beef  heifers  were  increased  slightly  in  number  but  the  number  of 
steers  1  year  old  and  older  was  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.    Dairy  cow  numbers 
declined  for  the  eighth  consecutive  year.    However,  the  decrease  this  year  was 
small.    The  number  of  cattle  and  calves  on  feed  was  3  percent  above  I9S1. 

The  number  of  hogs  on  farms  rose  by  3  percent  this  January.    The  number 
of  sows  and  gilts  six  months  old  and  older  was  up  3  percent,  reflecting 
producers  *  intentions  as  of  the  first  of  December  to  farrow  3  percent  more  sows 
in  this  yearns  spring  pig  crop. 

A  sharp  reduction  occurred  in  lamb  and  sheep  numbers  last  year.  The 
January  1  inventory  of  31»^  million  head  was  down  5  percent  from  the  33 .0  mil- 
lion head  on  hand  a  year  ago.    Ewes  1  year  old  and  over  were  reduced  by  k  per- 
cent, ewe  stock  lambs  were  down  10  percent  and  the  number  of  lambs  on  feed 
was  down  6  percent. 


REVIEW  AM)  OUTLOOK 

Cattle  and  Hog  Numbers  Are  Up; 
Sheep  Numbers ,  Down 

Inventory  numbers  of  cattle  and  hogs  on  farms  January  1,  19^2,  were  up 
from  last  January  but  the  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  was  down.    The  index  of  all 
meat  animals  on  hand  January  1  this  year  was  I06  (1957-59=100),  2  percent  above 
January  1,  I96I,  but  2  percent  below  the  record  I08  on  January  1,  19^^. 

The  index  of  milk  cattle  on  farms  was  92,  eq\ial  to  last  year  and  the 
lowest  since  1919-    Tiie  poultry  index  stood  at  ^6,  again  the  same  as  last  year 
and  the  lowest  since  1922. 

Feed  grain  stocks  January  1  this  year  were  down  k  percent  and  hay  stocks 
were  down  3  percent  from  a  year  ago.    However,  in  spite  of  the  reduction  in  hay 
stocks,  supplies  are  probably  adequate  for  the  livestock  population  in  the 
January  1  inventory.    Feed  grain  stocks  January  1  were  k  percent  below  the 
record  stocks  on  hand  a  year  earlier,  although  larger  than  any  previous  year. 


CATTLE 

Cattle  Numbers  a  Record 
at  99.5  Million  Head 

The  inventory  of  cattle  and  calves  on  farms  January  1,  19^2,  was  a 
record  99.5  million  head — up  2  percent  from  the  97.3  million  head  on  farms  a 
year  earlier.    The  increase  of  2.2  million  head  is  double  the  1.1  million  head 
added  to  inventories  in  I960.    A  1  percent  larger  calf  crop,  a  sharp  cutback 
in  cow  8Lnd  calf  slaughter,  suid  substantially  larger  imports  of  cattle  all 
contributed  to  the  greater  increase  in  numbers  realized  this  last  year. 
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Table    1. — Number  of  livestock  on  farms  and  ranches  January  1, 
United  States,  1955  to  date 


Number  on  farms  January  1 


Year 

All 
cattle  and 
calves 

•  All 

sheep 
rand  lambs 

:  Hogs  : 

Horjses 

and  mules 

:  Chickens 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 

95,900 
92,860 
91,176 
93,322 

31,157 
30,65^1 
31,217 
32,606 

55,35^ 
51,897 
51,517 
58,Oi+5 

3,958 
3,632 
3,^15 
3,189 

■500  vnfl 
yjrJ  3  (UO 

383,690 

391,363 

37^,281 

387,002 

i960 
1961 
1962  1/ 

96,236 

97,319 
99,500 

33,170 
32,967 
31,^6 

59,026 

55,^i^3 
56,982 

3,089 

-', 

2/ 

369,^81+ 
360,576 
365,^+77 

Index  numbers,  by  groups  (1957-59^100) 
Total 


:  livestock 
:  and  poultry 


\  Meat 

Milk  ; 

animals \ 

cattle \ 

Poultry 


10^ 

103 

111 

100 

104 

lOT 

98 

100 

100 

105 

102 

98 

98 

100 

97 

102 

102 

95 

101 

lOi^ 

93 

96 

10^ 

10^4- 

92 

96 

106 

106 

92 

96 

1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Niambers  have  declined  to  the  point  that  beginning  I961  the  estimates  are  discontinued. 


Table 


2  . — Number  of  cattle  and  calves  on  farms  and  ranches  January  1, 
by  classes.  United  States,  1955  to  date 


For  milk 


Not  for  milk 


CoWe  and:Heifers,  : 
heifers,:  1  to  2  : Heifer 
2  years  :  years    : calves 
and  over:    old  : 


:Cows  and; Heifers, 
:heifers, :  1  to  2 
Total  .2  years  :  years 
:and  over:  old 


Calves 


Steers,  :  Bulls, 

1  year  :  1  year 

old  and  :  old  and 

over  :  over 


Total 


1,000 
head 

23,^62 
22,912 
22,325 
21,265 
20,132 

19,527 
19,3^2 
19.215 


1,000 
head 

5,786 
5,^07 
5,267 
5,126 
5,050 

5,079 
5,060 
^,996 


1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

6,09^ 
5,890 
5,699 
5,571 
5,526 

35,3^+2 
3^,209 
33,291 
31,962 
30,708 

25,659 
25,371 
2U,53^ 
2U,l65 
25,112 

6,51^ 
6,206 
5,926 
5,903 
6,557 

l8,80l+ 
18,869 
l8,i+05 
18,275 
19,^07 

9,483 
8,991 
9,252 
9,931 

1,829 
1,762 
1,713 
1,619 
1,607 

61,250 
61,691 
59,569 
59,214 
62,6l4 

5,575 
5,5^1-6 
5,59^ 

30,181 
29,91^8 
29.805 

26,3^^ 
27,028 
28,111 

7,036 
7,047 
7,  214-0 

20,U25 
20,652 
21,698 

10,574 
10,942 
10,947 

1,676 
1,702 
1,699 

66,055 
67,371 
69,695 

1/  Preliminary. 
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Cattle  numbers  are  now  9  percent  (8.3  million  head)  above  the  inventory 
of  January  1,  1958,  the  year  in  which  the  current  expansion  in  cattle  numbers 
was  started.    By  the  end  of  the  fourth  year  of  the  19^9-57  cattle  cycle,  cattle 
numbers  had  increased  23  percent  (lT«^  million  head). 

The  number  of  cows  2  years  and  older  increased  by  about  1  million  head. 
The  net  change  in  cow  numbers  was  due  to  1.1  million  more  cows  for  meat  pur- 
poses and  a  decrease  of  127,000  in  the  number  of  cows  kept  for  milk  purposes. 
This  is  the  eighth  consecutive  year  in  which  the  number  of  cows  kept  for 
milking  purposes  has  declined.    However,  the  decrease  this  year  was  far  below 
the  average  annual  reduction  of  600,000  head  for  the  entire  195^-6l  period. 
Liquidation  of  cows  kept  for  milking  purposes  was  particularly  large  during 
1957  and  1958  when  more  than  1  million  head  were  eliminated  from  this  classifi- 
cation in  each  of  these  years.    Little  change  occurred  in  the  number  of 
yearling  dairy  heifers  and  dairy  heifer  calves  maintained  in  the  inventory. 

Beef  cow  numbers  were  increased  by  about  700,000  head  in  I960  and  by 
1.1  million  head  in  I96I.    However,  federally  inspected  cow  slaughter  decreased 
from  k.k  million  head  in  i960  to  if.O  million  head  in  I961.    Therefore,  the 
greater  increase  in  cow  numbers  this  past  year  is  due  to  the  decrease  in  cow 
slaughter  rather  than  an  increase  in  the  number  of  heifers  added  to  breeding 
herds.    Federally  inspected  heifer  slaughter  increased  from  k.l  million  head 
in  i960  to  k,^  million  head  last  year. 

All  States,  except  Montana,  had  as  many  or  more  beef  cows  on  hand  this 
January.    The  severe  drought  in  the  eastern  two-thirds  of  Montana  last  summer 
was  reflected  in  small  decreases  in  the  number  of  cows,  calves,  and  steers 
for  other  than  milk  purposes. 

Table  3.— Cattle  on  farms  January  1  by  regions,  I961  and  I962 


(Data  for  cover  chart) 


1961 

1962  1/ 

Region 

;  For 

;  For 

:  Total 

;  For 

;  For 

Total 

;  beef 

\  milk 

;  beef 

[  milk 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

North  Atlsmtic 

!  658 

5,366 

679 

^,731 

5,^10 

North  Central 

East 

:  6,I|-91 

7,799 

li^,290 

6,if98 

7,807 

1^,305 

West 

: 22,792 

6,765 

29,557 

2k,09J 

6,755 

30,852 

South  Atlantic 

:  k,k2Q 

2,550 

6,978 

^,538 

2,503 

7,0i^l 

South  Central 

:  19,039 

23,890 

19,736 

^,799 

2^^,535 

Western 

:13,963 

3,275 

17,238 

3,210 

17,357 

United  States  2/ 

.67,371 

29,9^ 

97,319 

69,695 

29,805 

99,500 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Excludes  Alaska  and  Hawaii. 
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Beef  Calf  Inventoiy 
Increased  by  5.  Percent 

The  greatest  inventory  gain  vas  realized  in  calves  for  other  than  milk 
purposes.    The  niunher  of  beef  calves  increased  by  5  percent  from  20.7  million 
head  January  I961  to  21.7  miU-ion  head  this  January  1.    This  gain  reflects  a 
larger  calf  crop  in  19^1,  the  sharp  cutback  in  cali  slaughter  last  year,  and 
large  imports  of  calves  from  Canada  and  Mexico  the  last  half  of  196I- 

Calves  figured  prominently  in  wheat  pasture  operations  this  winter. 
The  number  of  calves  on  farms  January  1  in  the  winter  wheat  pasture  area  of 
Kansas,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas  was  up  12  percent  over  last  January.    The  fall  of 
i960  was  also  a  period  of  large  placement  of  cattle  and  calves  on  wheat 
pasture.    On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  steers  1  year  old  and  over  in  this 
area  was  down  5  percent  from  a  year  earlier.    Outside  the  winter  wheat  area  in 
these  3  States,  calf  numbers  were  up  only  2  percent  but  steers  1  year  old  and 
over  were  up  2.5  percent.    This  would  indicate  that  more  calves  but  fewer 
yearling  steers  were  placed  on  wheat  pasture  this  past  fall. 

The  large  increase  in  the  beef  calf  inventory  is  consistent  with  recent 
developments  in  the  cattle  feeding  industry.    A  preference  for  lighter  weight 
carcasses  at  wholesale  has  prompted  the  feeding  of  younger  cattle.  Conse- 
quently, a  larger  proportion  of  the  annual  supply  of  fed  beef  will  come  from 
the  calf  inventory  this  year  and  in  the  future.    The  n\amber  of  calves  on  feed 
Januaory  1  of  this  year  totaled  I.5  million  head — up  200,000  head  from  the 
1.3  million  head  on  feed  a  year  earlier. 

Steers  1  year  old  and  over  totaled  10. 9  million  head  this  January,  the 
same  as  last  year.    However,  more  steers  were  on  feed  this  January  1  than  a 
year  ago,  so  the  nmber  of  steers  on  hand  for  placement  on  feed  during  the 
year  is  down  from  last  year.    The  number  of  beef  heifers  was  up  about  200,000 
head,  but  this  increase  probably  reflects  breeding  intentions  rather  than 
holding  for  feedlot  demand.    The  number  of  heifers  on  feed  was  down  more  than 
100,000  head  this  January. 

The  number  of  calves  on  hand  does  not  appear  unusually  large  despite 
the  5  percent  gain  in  the  January  1  count.    Feedlot  placements  will  probably 
not  increase  as  much  in  I962  as  in  I961  and  a  larger  proportion  of  the  calf 
inventory  will  be  needed  for  replacement  of  cull  breeding  stock.  Cattle 
placed  on  feed  in  26  States  during  I961  exceeded  year-earlier  placements  by 
k  percent.    In  order  for  placements  to  increase  at  the  same  rate  this  year, 
^70,000  more  steers  and  heifers  will  have  to  go  into  feedlots  than  last  year. 
With  fewer  steers  and  heifers  available  outside  of  feedlots  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  this  increase  would  have  to  come  largely  from  the  calf  inventory. 
NoiTnal  death  loss,  the  increase  in  the  number  of  calves  on  feed  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year,  and  a  k  percent  increase  in  placements  together,  would 
account  for  about  8^0,000  head  of  the  1  million  additional  calves  in  this 
year's  inventory.    This  would  only  leave  1^0,000  head  of  calves  for  expansion 
of  breeding  herds.    Furthermore,  imports  of  cattle  probably  will  be  down 
sharply  this  year. 
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Cattle  and  Calves  on  Feed 
Up  3_  Percent 

The  January  1  inventory  of  cattle  and  calves  on  feed  in  37  States  totaled 
8^251,000  head- -up  3  percent  from  a  year  ago.     Cattle  on  feed  in  the  26  States 
for  vhich  quarterly  data  are  available,  totaled  7j>833^000  head--2  percent  above 
last  January  1.     The  year's  beginning  inventory  of  cattle  on  feed  in  26  States 
consisted  of  2,333^000  head  carried  over  from  the  October  1  inventory  plus  net 
placements  for  the  October-December  quarter  of  5;500;>000  head.     This  compares 
with  2,159^000  and     ^kuJ  ,000  head,  respectively,  for  the  previous  year.  There- 
fore, the  gain  in  the  number  of  cattle  in  feedlots  this  January  was  due  mainly 
to  the  large  placements  during  the  third  quarter  of  I961. 

Calves  more  than  accounted  for  the  total  increase  in  the  January  1  inven- 
tory.    This  year's  beginning  inventory  included  8^^,000  head  of  steer  calves  and 
692,000  head  of  heifer  calves  compared  with  720,000  and  590,000  head,  respective- 
ly, last  year.     The  number  of  steers  on  feed  increased  from      628, 000  to  ^,68o,000 
head  but  the  number  of  heifers  dropped  from  1,625^000  head  last  January  to 
1,519,000  head  this  January. 

According  to  marketing  intentions  of  feedlot  operators,  3^327;>000  head 
of  the  cattle  on  feed  January  1  would  be  marketed  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1962.  This  would  be  3  percent  above  the  number  marketed  in  the  first  quarter 
of  1961  out  of  the  beginning  inventory.  Short  fed  marketings  are  expected  to 
be  up  somewhat  from  the  8^,000  marketed  a  year  ago.  Therefore,  total  marketings 
out  of  feedlots  for  the  26  States  probably  will  be  close  to  3,^50,000  head  for 
the  first  quarter- -about  k  percent  above  last  year. 

The  fall  and  winter  of  1960  was  an  excellent  year  for  wheat  pasture. 
Good  fall  growth  of  wheat  was  accompanied  by  an  open  winter  which  enabled  full 
utilization  of  the  available  growth.    Consequently,  seme  wheat  pasture  operators 
were  assured  of  above  normal  returns  and  moved  their  cattle  before  the  end  of 
the  grazing  season.    Most  of  these  cattle  moved  directly  into  feedlots.  The 
heavier  end  of  these  cattle  may  have  contributed  to  the  large  marketings  of  fed 
cattle  during  late  spring  and  early  summer  of  1961.     Fall  prospects  for  wheat 
were  good  in  the  late  summer  of  1961,  but  a  wet  fall  followed  by  extended  periods 
of  snow  cover  limited  the  utilization  of  the  wheat.    Consequently,  cattle  have 
gained  relatively  little  on  wheat.    There  may  be  a  tendency  for  producers  to 
hold  these  cattle  for  late  winter  and  early  spring  grazing  periods  in  order  to 
obtain  a  net  retuin  on  the  venture.     If  so,  placements  on  feed  may  be  bunched 
during  the  last  half  of  the  spring  and  could  lead  to  bunched  marketings  in  the 
late  summer  and  early  fall. 

Cattle  Slaughter 

Up  5_  percent  in  January 

Commercial  cattle  slaughter  in  January  was  8  percent  over  a  year  earlier 
and  continued  above  in  February  but  by  a  smaller  margin.    This  gain  was  some- 
what more  of  an  increase  than  expected  on  the  basis  of  marketing  intentions  of 
feedlot  operators  and  indicates  slaughter  of  nonfed  cattle  probably  was  up  from 
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Table  k  . — Nimiber  of  cattle  and  calves,  and  sheep  and  lambs 
on  feed  January  1,  by  regions,  1955  to  date 


North  Central  States 

Texas 
and 
Okla- 
homa 

Western  States 

Year  : 

Penn- 
sylvania 

East    y^^'^  North  Central 

Call-     j  Other 
fornia     ;  Western 

26 
States 

North  •     ^        :,   ^_  . 
p«r.+v.cT.3  Corn    k  Plains 
Centralr^^^^^/::  2/ 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

1955 

Qk 

1,267 

1,780 

1,1^2 

200 

1^67 

846 

1956 

82 

l,36ii 

1,806 

1,0^^6 

21k- 

h&9 

879 

1957 

90 

1A13 

1,911 

1,051 

218 

U96 

888 

1958 

78 

1,337 

1,9^3 

1,087 

163 

398 

861 

1959 

77 

1,311 

2,117 

1,2^^9 

237 

50^ 

1,132 

i960 

83 

1,3^0 

2,196 

1,312 

317 

665 

1,260 

1961 

89 

1,380 

2,315 

1,505 

328 

716 

1,312 

1962  k/ 

89 

1,377 

2,220 

1,657 

k09 

776 

1,305 

1,000 
head 

5,786 
5,880 
6,067 
5,867 
6,627 
3/7,173 
3/7,61^5 
.iA>833 


Sheep  and  lambs 

•      New  York 

Alabama 

11  Corn  Belt  States  5/ 

Western 
States  6/ 

United 
States 

East      .'  West 

1955 

20 

601 

1,853 

1,971 

4,445 

1956 

:  20 

42 

641 

1,562 

2,002 

4,267 

1957 

:  20 

23 

654 

1,687 

1,922 
1,672 

4,306 

1958 

:  21 

6 

619 

1,732 
1,940 

4,050 
4,498 

1959 

23 

6l4 

1,921 

i960 

23 

617 

1,835 

1,846 

4,321 

1961 

:  22 

597 

1,934 

1,858 

4,411 
4,165 

1962  y 

:  22 

552 

1,^47 

1,844 

1/  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri. 

2/  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Nebraska,  Kansas. 

3/  11  South  Atlantic  and  South  Central  States  report  an  additional  362,000  head  on 
feed  in  1960  and  1961,  and  13  States  report  454,000  head  in  I962. 

4/  Preliminary. 

5/  North  Central  States,  except  North  Dakota. 

6/  8  Mountain  States,  3  Pacific  States,  Texas.  Oklahoma,  and  North  Dakota. 
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a  year  ago.    January  cow  slavighter  in  federally  inspected  plants  was  up  3  per- 
cent from  Janiiary  19^1.    The  price  of  deboned  Canner-Cutter  cow  beef  dropped 
2  cents  a  pound  during  January  and  has  held  relatively  steady  in  February  which 
would  suggest  that  cow  slaughter  is  continuing  above  year-earlier  levels . 

Total  commercial  slaughter  for  1962  has  been  forecast  at  about  26.5  mil- 
lion head.    An  annual  slaughter  of  this  magnitude  would  be  equal  to  a  weekly 
rate  about  the  same  as  in  January.     Therefore,,  this  Jan"uary's  data  provide  an 
idea  of  the  impact  that  the  average  rate  of  beef  production  will  have  on  the 
market.     Slaughter  during  the  spring  and  early  summer  is  expected  to  run  some- 
what below  the  January  rate  but  slaughter  during  the  late  summer  and  fall  is 
expected  to  run  somewhat  higher. 

Early  I962  Market  Characterized 
by  Firm  Prices 

In  spite  of  the  continued  high  rate  of  sla\:ighter  during  January,  prices 
held  firm.    The  average  price  paid  for  Choice  steers  sold  out  of  first  hands  at 
seven  public  markets  averaged  about  15  cents  per  hundred  pounds  more  in  January 
than  in  December  but  about  90  cents  per  hundred  pounds  below  last  January.  In 
1961,  prices  at  most  of  these  markets  peaked  the  second  week  in  January  and 
dropped  steadily  until  the  third  week  of  June.    Because  of  the  stability  that 
has  been  maintained  in  the  price  for  fed  cattle  this  January  and  Febrriary, 
prices  at  most  markets  are  equal  to  or  above  year-earlier  prices. 

Steady  Prices  in  Prospect 
for  First  Half  of  I962 

Fed  cattle  marketings  and  beef  production  rose  sharply  from  the  first  to 
the  second  quarter  last  year,  due  to  delayed  first  quarter  marketings  and  a 
record  number  of  short  fed  cattle  marketed  during  the  second  quarter.     This  year 
it  appears  that  first  quarter  marketings  of  fed  cattle  will  equal  or  exceed  the 
number  intended  to  be  marketed  at  the  beginning  of  the  quarter.     If  marketings 
do  come  up  to  intentions,  the  carryover  from  the  January  1  inventory  into  the 
April  1  inventoiy  of  cattle  on  feed  will  only  be  2  percent  above  last  year.  A 
large  proportion  of  these  will  be  lightweight  and  will  not  reach  marketable 
weight  during  the  second  quarter.    Furthermore,  short  fed  marketings  likely  will 
be  considerably  below  the  259>000  head  in  the  second  quarter  of  I961.  Therefore, 
it  now  appears  that  a  relatively  stable  price  situation  is  assured  for  the  first 
half  of  this  year. 

Cow  slaiaghter  this  fall  likely  will  run  substantially  above  last  year. 
Therefore,  fed  beef  will  meet  increased  competition  from  nonfed  beef  during  the 
late  summer  and  fall  period.     If  bunched  marketings  of  fed  cattle  do  develop 
in  this  period,  prices  will  be  under  considerable  pressure.  Consequently, 
conditions  are  beginning  to  shape  up  for  price  weakness  during  the  Aiigust -November 
period.     In  this  case,  prices  likely  would  fall  below  last  year  during  the  peak 
period  of  slaughter. 
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Table  5' — Ntimber  of  cattle  and  calves  slaughtered  under  Federal 
inspection  by  class.  United  States,  by  months,  I961  to  date 


Steers 

Heifers 

Cows 

Calves 

Month 

1962 

:  1961 

1962      :  1961 

.  1962 

:  1961 

:     1962      :  1961 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000  1,000 

head 

head 

head  head 

heaid 

head 

head  head 

January 

999 

868 

383  370 

383 

372 

February 

T88 

336 

29^ 

385 

March 

901 

389 

31i+ 

h51 

April 

856 

339 

285 

378 

May 

l,0l+2 

389 

296 

381 

June 

1;05T 

380 

325 

36k 

July 

978 

327 

299 

3^1 

August 

1,039 

391 

350 

i^-21 

September 

9^1- 

331 

k56 

October 

952 

k22 

511 

November 

862 

385 

U19 

i+69 

December 

8T7 

373 

326 

1^16 

Total  1/ 

ll,l6i^ 

it-,521 

^,033 

5,005 

1/  Computed  from  -unrounded  totals . 

Compiled  from  Market  Nevs,  Livestock  Division,  AMS. 

Table  6. — Selected  prices  per  100  pounds  of  livestock,  by  months,  I96I  and  I962 


Month 

Choice  slaughter 
steers  at 
Chicago  1/ 

Stocker  and  feeder 
steers  at 
Kansas  City  2/ 

Barrows  and  gilts 
at  8  markets  3/ 

Choice  lambs 
at  Chicago  kj 

1962  : 

1961 

1962 

:  1961 

1962 

:  1961 

1962 

:  1961 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

January 

26.39 

27.  ^2 

22.80 

2^4-.  29 

16.98 

17.33 

17.29 

17.20 

February  5/ 

26.67 

26.  IT 

23.06 

23.70 

16.70 

18.13 

17.93 

17.62 

March 

25.70 

2if.50 

17.53 

17.5^ 

April 

25.05 

24.38 

17.0^ 

16.98 

May 

23.^3 

23.06 

16.37 

15.31 

June 

22M 

21.81 

16.60 

19.58 

July 

22.38 

21.70 

17.87 

18.31 

August 

2I+.I3 

22.9^ 

18.33 

18.09 

September 

2^.3^ 

22.61 

18.18 

17.36 

October 

2i+.55 

22.97 

16.85 

17.17 

November 

25.58 

23.03 

15.97 

16.52 

December 

26.13 

23.06 

16.70 

16.50 

Average 

2^4-.  65 

23.20 

17.16 

17.35 

1/  Sold  out  of  first  hands .    2/  All  weights .    3/  Average  for  all  weights  at  Midwest  msjrkets , 
Spring  lambs  June-September,  wooled  lambs  all  other  months  except  May  which  is  shorn. 
5/  Three-week  average. 


Compiled  from  Market  News,  Livestock  Division,  AMS. 


LMS-122 


-  12  - 


MARCH  1962 


HOGS 

Hog  Inventory  Increases  Moderately; 
All  Classes  U£ 

The  current  increase  in  hog  production,  which  got  underway  with  larger 
farro^NTings  late  in  I96O,  has  continued  at  a  moderate  pace.  Hog.  nxjmbers  increased 
3  percent  during  the  past  year,  reaching  57.0  million  head  on  January  1.  Al- 
though ahove  average,  this  is  helow  "beginning  numhers  in  1959  and  I96O  and  well 
"below  the  all-time  peak  of  83.7  million  on  January  1,  19^^- 

All  inventory  classes  increased  during  I96I.    The  numlDer  of  pigs  under 
6  months  of  age  was  up  2  percent  from  a  year  earlier.    The  fall  pig  crop,  which 
accounts  for  most  of  the  pigs  this  age,  was  k  percent  larger  than  the  I96O  fall 
crop.     Sows  and  gilts  6  months  old  and  older  were  up  3  percent,  reflecting  far- 
mers' intentions  to  increase  farrowings  this  year.    The  January  1,  I96I,  gain 
of  k  percent  in  this  category  was  followed  "by  a  5  percent  larger  annual  pig 
crop  than  a  year  earlier*    The  numher  of  other  hogs  over  6  months  of  age — ^boars 
and  harrows  for  slaughter  during  the  first  few  months  this  year — was  6  percent 
greater  this  year  than  last. 

Regionally,  the  gain  in  hog  inventories  centered  in  the  Corn  Belt.  Each 
of  the  12  North  Central  States  showed  increases  over  last  year.    This  region 
had  nearly  5  percent  more  hogs  "but  outside  the  Corn  Belt  fewer  hogs  were  on 
hand  this  January  than  last.    Hence,  the  trend  toward  concentration  of  hog  pro- 
duction in  the  major  com  producing  States  is  apparently  continuing.    Ten  years 
ago  the  North  Central  States  accounted  for  72  percent  of  January  1  nmbers  and 
produced  75  percent  of  the  pigs  saved  annually.    On  Janury  1,  I962,  these  States 
accounted  for  77  percent  of  the  United  States  total  and  79  percent  of  the  I96I 
pig  crop. 

Hog  Slaughter  Up  From 
Year  Ago 

Hog  slaughter  in  federally  inspected  plants  in  January  was  over  6  per- 
cent above  last  year.    In  February  it  has  been  exceeding  year— earlier  levels 
by  about  this  margin.    This  increase  was  made  up  primarily  of  pigs  farrowed 
late  in  the  I96I  spring  pig  crop  and  early  fall  pigs.    The  bulk  of  the  7  per- 
cent gain  in  last  spring's  crop  occurred  in  April  and  May.    The  fall  pig  crop 
was  k  percent  larger  than  the  I96O  fall  crop  with  sizable  gains  in  June  and 
July  litters.    The  inventory  of  hogs  over  6  months  of  age  other  than  sows  and 
gilts  v^as  up  6  percent.    However,  average  market  weights  of  barrows  and  gilts 
in  recent  weeks  are  about  the  same  as  those  of  a  year  earlier  and  thus  do  not 
indicate  that  increased  slaughter  has  been  due  to  unusually  long  feeding  periods. 

Beginning  inventories  also  indicate  that  hog  slaughter  will  continue  at 
a  higher  rate  than  a  year  earlier  during  much  if  not  all  of  the  first  half  of 
1962.    Prices  will  average  a  little  lower  than  in  I96I.    In  mid-Februaiy, 
barrows  and  gilts  at  8  markets  sold  for  an  average  of  $16.72  per  100  pounds, 
$1.^9  below  a  year  before ^    Prices  probably  will  decline  seasonalJy  in  late 
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winter  or  early  spring,  \fhen  peaJj:  fall  farrovings  are  marketed,  but  vlll  likely 
txam  upward  in  late  spring*    By  mid-year,  they  may  be  close  to  those  a  year 
earlier. 

Prices  will  again  decline  this  fall  but  extreme  price  changes  for  hogs 
do  not  appear  likely  for  I962.    The  3  percent  gain  in  sows  and  gilts  over  6 
months  of  age  will  not  likely  be  concentrated  in  early  spring  farrowings  and  is 
not  expected  to  result  in  unusually  heavy  marketings  this  fall. 


SHEEP  AND  LAMBS  j 

Sheep  and  Lambs  Drop  ^  Percent  | 

The  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  on  farms  this  January  1  declined  to  31A  ; 
million  head — 1.5  million  head  less  than  the  number  on  farms  January  1,  I96I.  ! 
This  represents  a  5  percent  decline  and  continued  the  reduction  of  sheep  numbers  ; 
started  in  I96O.    The  decrease    during  I96O  was  only  1  percent. 

The  5  percent  reduction  in  total  numbers  included  6  percent  fewer  sheep  i 
and  lambs  on  feed,  and  k  percent  less  stock  sheep.  Ewe  lambs  were  down  10  per-;-  I 
cent  and  ewes  one  year  old  and  older  were  do^m  k  percent. 

Total  stock  sheep  numbers  in  the  I3  Western  States  (ll  Western  States 
plus  Texas  and  South  Dakota)  decreased  5  percent.    Every  State  in  the  group 
showed  a  decrease  with  Montana  registering  the  largest  decline — 11  percent. 
On  January  1,  I96I,  these  States  showed  only  a  slight  decrease.    Stock  sheep 
numbers  dropped  k  percent  in  the  35  Native  States.    This  was  the  fifth  consecu-^ 
tive  decrease  for  these  States.    Kansas  and  New  York  were  the  only  States  which 
increased  stock  sheep  numbers  during  I96I. 

Sheep  and  Lamb  Slaughter 

Down;  Prices  Up  1 

Commercial  slaughter  of  I7.2  million  head  of  sheep  and  lambs  j 
in  1961  was  8  percent  over  I96O  and  the  largest  since  19^7 •    This  resulted  in  a  | 
sharp  reduction  in  the  sheep  and  lamb  inventory  this  January  1.    During  the  I 
first  6  months  of  I96I,  approximately  1  million  more  head  of  sheep  and  lambs  | 
were  marketed  than  in  the  same  months  of  I96O — a  13  percent  increase.    Slaughter  i 
of  sheep  and  lambs  under  Federal  inspection  in  January  this  year  was  moderately  | 
above    the  same  month  last  year.    Slaughter  is  expected  to  fall  well  under  year- 
earlier  levels  during  the  next  two  months  because  of  (l)  6  percent  fewer  lambs 
on  feed  January  1,  I962,  (2)  9  percent  fewer  lambs  in  the  stock  sheep  inventory, 
(3)  a  smaller  lamb  crop  in  prospect,  and  (k)  the  price  outlook  is  better  than 
at  this  time  last  year. 


i 
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In  1961,  average  raid-month  price  to  farmers  for  lambs  rose  from  $l6.50 
in  Jaauary  to  $l6.80  in  February  and  then  declined  steadily  for  the  next  three 
months.    Prices  strengthened  slightly  during  the  summer  months,  but  fell  off 
to  a  low  of  $15.10  in  November.    Since  then,  lamb  prices  have  risen  and  in 
mid-February  were  $16.30  or  50  cents  below  a  year  ago.  The  farm  price  of  sheep 
in  February  was  $5.9^-12  cents  above  February  I96I.    The  recent  improvement  in 
sheep  and  lamb  prices  reflects  the  better  supply-demand  situation.  Lower 
slaughter  supplies  resulting  from  a  combination  of  fewer  fed  lambs  aad  a  smaller 
lamb  crop  is  expected  to  result  in  decreased  lamb  and  mutton  production  emd 
higher  lamb  prices  for  the  year.    The  greatest  improvement  over  year-earlier 
prices  will  probably  be  during  the  spring  period  when  new  crop  lambs  start 
to  move  to  slaughter.    Eetrly  spring  lambs  last  year  met  competition  from  large 
supplies  of  old  crop  lambs. 

Sheep  Condition  at  5 -Year  Low 

The  Western  Range  and  Livestock  Report,  showed  that  the  condition  of 
sheep  declined  to  80  on  February  1,  down  3  points  from  Janueiry  and  lower  thaa 
any  February  since  1957  "w-ith  Texas,  the  largest  sheep  State,  showing  the  worst 
deterioration— 5  points.    Breeding  flocks  have  required  heavy  supplemental 
feeding  because  of  snow  and  cold  weather.    Early  lambing  is  well  along  in  the 
Northwest  and  while  losses  have  been  moderate,  they  are  probably  above  average. 
Movement  of  old  crop  lambs  from  the  Texas  Plateau  area  has  been  relatively 
heavy  as  grazing  conditions  declined  sharply. 

Fall  lambs  in  the  Southwest  are  making  good  gains  and  metrket  movement  is 
expected  to  be  near  normal. 

1961  Calf  and  Pig 

Crop  Up;  Lambs  About  Same 

The  1961  calf  crop  totaled  39 •9  million  head,  1  percent  larger  than  in 
i960.    The  increase  was  due  primarily  to  more  cows  and  heifers  on  farms.  On 
the  average,  86  calves  were  born  in  I96I  for  each  100  cows  and  heifers  2  years 
old  and  older  in  the  January  1  inventory,  the  same  ratio  as  in  I96O.  Regionanl- 
ly,  the  West  North  Central  and  South  Atlantic  States  had  above-average  increases 
in  the  I96I  calf  crop  over  I96O  due  to  relatively  larger  gains  in  cows. 

Last  year's  lamb  crop  of  21.3  million  head  was  nearly  the  same  as  in 
i960.    The  number  of  lambs  saved  in  the  13  Western  sheep  States,  which  produce 
about  two-thirds  of  our  lambs,  was  up  1  percent  from  a  year  eajrlier.    The  lamb 
crop  in  the  35  Native  sheep  States  were  2  percent  smaller  than  in  I96O.  The 
number  of  lambs  saved  as  a  percentage  of  evres  1  year  old  and  older  on  January  1 
was  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 

Last  year's  pig  crop  totaled  93*2  million  head,  5  percent  more  than  in 
i960.    Due  to  a  shorter  gestation  period  and  multiple  births,  the  size  of  the 
pig  crop  is  not  as  closely  related  to  January  1  numbers  of  breeding  stock  as 
is  the  case  for  other  meat  animals.    Average  litter  size  for  the  spring  crop 
set  a  new  high  and  was  near-record  for  the  fall  crop. 
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The  outlook  in  I962  is  for  an  increase  in  meat  animal  production.  This 
is  based  on  the  probable  growth  and  development  of  livestock  on  hand  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  plus  the  gain  expected  from  births  during  the  year.  Farmers 
have  already  reported  plans  to  increase  the  number  of  spring  litters  by  3  per- 
cent.   For  cattle  and  sheep  especially,  any  increase  in  the  number  of  young 
produced  is  tied  to  the  number  of  "she"  stock  capable  of  giving  births  to  calves 
or  lambs  during  the  year.    The  number  of  cows  and  heifers  2  years  old  and  older 
on  farms  January  1  this  year  was  nearly  a  million  head  larger  than  a  year  ago. 
The  number  of  ewes  1  year  old  and  older  was  down  793^000. 

If  the  calving  and  lambing  rate  this  year  is  about  the  same  as  last  year, 
the  calf  crop  would  be  2  percent  larger  than  in  I96I  but  the  lamb  crop  would  be 
k  percent  smaller.     Intermittent  snow  cover,  severe  cold  and  short  supplies  of 
range  feed  have  all  been  unfavorable  to  livestock  this  winter,  although  January- 
losses  are  reported  as  moderate.    If  the  balance  of  the  winter  and  early  spring 
should  be  abnormally  long  or  severe,  death  losses  would  probably  be  significant- 
ly greater  than  in  early  I96I. 


Table  7» — Calf,  lamb,  and  pig  crops,  1955  to  date 


'        Breeding  stock  on 
•           farms  January  1 

Annual 

crops 

Year 

Cows  and:  „ 
,    .„  Ewes 
heifers  : ^ 

^f^^^  -old  and 
old  and  :     , , 

T  -,  older 
older  : 

•  Sows 
and 
gilts 
6  mo. 
old  and 
older 

Number 

Ratio  to  breeding  stock 
on  farms  January  1  l/ 

Calves 

Lambs  : 

if  I 

Pigs  • 

3/ 

Calves  *  Lambs  *  Pigs 

1,000 
head 


1,000 
head 


1,000 
head 


1,000 
head 


1,000 
head 


1,000 
head 


1955 

49,121 

21,321 

9,063 

42,112 

20,214 

95,729 

86 

95 

1,056 

1956  • 

14^,283 

21,323 

8,506 

41,376 

20,336 

89,426 

86 

95 

1,051 

1957  • 

i^6,859 

20,976 

8,064 

39,905 

19,810 

87,362 

85 

94 

1,083 

1958  : 

45,430 

21,208 

8,103 
8,819 

38,860 

20,686 

93,533 

86 

98 

1,154 

1959  : 

45,244 

21,832 

38,938 

21,120 
21,283 

99,395 
88,387 

86 

97 

1,127 

i960  : 

45,871 

22,4o6 

7,531 

39,353 

86 

95 

1,174 

1961 

46,370 

22,396 

7,800 
8,056 

39,911 

21,277 

93,173 

86 

95 

1,195 

1962  : 

47,326 

21,603 

1/  Not  strictly  a  birth  rate.  Figure  represents  crop  as  a  percentage  of  the 
January  inventory  and  not  the  number  giving  birth  during  the  year. 

2/  Lambs  living  July  1,  or  sold  before  June  1  in  the  Native  States  and  lambs 
docked  or  branded  in  the  Western  Sheep  States. 


3/  Pigs  saved  during  the  12  months  beginning  December  the  previous  year. 
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USDA.  Purchases  of  Lard 
and  Canned  Chopped  Meat 

On  January  25,  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  announced  the  sus- 
pension  of ISrSrrent  lard  purchaf;  program  which  vas  initiated  last  August  28 
?o  help  remove  excess  supplies  from  the  market.    A  total  of  $9-8  mllxon  has 
teen  spent  for  83-3  miUion  pounds  of  lard  since  the  program  started.  Lard 
p^ch^sed  under  this  program  was  distrihuted  to  schools,  institutions,  and 
needy  families. 

On  February  1,  purchases  of  canned  chopped  meat       consisting  of  beef, 
pork,  and  other  meats  -  was  suspended.    A  total  of  $1^7-6  million  was  spent 
for  117.9  million  pounds  of  chopped  meat  since  the  program  started  last  Au- 
gust 28.    The  chopped  meat  is  being  distributed  to  needy  families. 

In  addition  to  lard  and  canned  chopped  meat,  USDA  purchases  since  last 
July  have  included  kl.O  million  pounds  of  frozen  ground  beef,  26.7  million 
pounds  of  canned  pork  and  gravy  and  0.5  million  pounds  of  pork  or  beef  with 
natural  Juices  for  schools  participating  in  the  National  School  Lunch  Program. 


Production  of  Wool  Down  1  Percent ; 
Mohair  upT  Percent 

Production  of  shorn  and  pulled  wool  in  I961  was  1  percent  below  I96O  and 
production  of  mohair  in  7  leading  States  was  8  percent  larger  than  the  I960 
clip.    Shorn  and  pulled  wool  production  totaled  295  million  pounds,  grease 
basis,  down  from  299  million  pounds  in  19^^  but  8  percent  above  the  1950-59 
average  production  of  273  million  pounds.    The  I96I  mohair  clip  was  26, h  mil- 
lion pounds  which  compares  with  24.5  million  pounds  a  year  earlier  and  the 
1950-59  average  of  16.5  million  pounds. 

Total  value  of  shorn  wool  production  in  I961  was  about  $109-5  million — 
2  percent  less  than  the  value  of  the  I960  production.    Shorn  wool  production 
at  261  million  pounds  was  2  percent  below  i960  and  the  average  price  received 
by  growers  for  shorn  wool  was  kl.9  cents  or  0.1  cents  below  the  average  1960 
price.    The  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  shorn  decreased  slightly  in  I961  to 
30.8  million  head  and  weight  per  fleece  in  I961  was  8.5O  pounds  compared  with 
8.55  pounds  in  i960. 

The  value  of  mohair  produced  in  I961  increased  5  percent  over  i960  to 
$23.1  million.    Total  value  increased  in  spite  of  a  2.1  cent  drop  in  the  price 
per  pound  of  mohair  because  of  a  3  percent  increase  in  the  number  of  goats 
clipped  and  a  5  percent  increase  in  the  weight  of  the  average  clip  per  goat. 
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Table  8. — Production,  prices  and  income  from  vool 
United  States,  1955-^1 


Year 

Shorn  vool  \ 

Number  . 
sheep  ; 
shorn  l/  . 

Weight 

per 
fleece 

] Production 

;  Price 
'.  per 

j pound  2/ 

i  Value 

: Pulled  wool 
' production 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

head 

Pounds 

pounds 

Cents 

dollars 

pounds 

1955 

28,11+9 

8.57 

21+1,2814- 

h2,J 

103,OliO 

1+1,600 

1956 

28,U69 

8.51 

2l|-2,177 

i+l+.3 

107,233 

1+0,500 

1957 

28,iil5 

8. ill 

239,101 

53.^ 

127,761+ 

33,600 

1958 

29,^03 

8.29 

21+3,713 

36.1+ 

88,632 

30,1+00 

1959 

30,763 

8.1+5 

259,939 

1+3.2 

112,328 

3^,500 

i960 

31,06i4- 

8.55 

265,1+80 

1+2.0 

111,1+96 

33,600 

1961  3/ 

30,751 

8.50 

261, 370 

i+/i+l.9 

109,5^5 

33,500 

0 


1/  Includes  sheep  shorn  at  commercial  feeding  yards .    2/  Average  price 
received  by  farmers  for  the  marketing  season  April  through  March. 
2/  Preliminary.    kJ  Computed  from  State  average  prices  for  vool  sold  April  I96I 
through  January  I962. 


Table  9. — Mohair:    Production  and  value  for  7  leading  States, 

,  1955-61  1/ 

Year 

Number 
goats 
clipped  2/ 

Average 
:    clip  per 
:  goat 

:  Production  : 
:  of 

mohair  : 

Price 
per 
pound  2/ 

:  Value 

1,000  head 

Pounds 

IjOOO  pounds 

Cents 

1,000  dollars 

1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 

1959 
i960 
1961  hj 

2,981+ 
3,151 
3,231 
3,^17 
.  3,755 
3,889 
l+,0l6 

5.7 
5.8 

5.9 
6.1 
6.1+ 

6.3 
6.6 

16,926 
18,201 
19,053 
20,825 
2l+,151 
2l+,i+6l+ 

26,392 

82.2 
81+. 1+ 
83.7 
72.2 
96.5 
89.7 
1/81. € 

13,913 
15,359 
15,953 
15,026 

23,301 
21,93^ 
23,116 

1/  states  are  Missouri,  Texas,  Nev  Mexico,  Arizona,  Utah,  Oregon  and 
California.    2/  In  States  vhere  goats  are  clipped  tvice  a  year  the  number 
clipped  is  the  sum  of  goats  and  kids  clipped  in  the  spring  and  kids  clipped  in 
the  fall.    ^  Average  price  received  by  farmers  for  the  marketing  season  April 
through  March,    kf  Preliminary.    ^  Computed  from  State  average  prices  for 
mohair  sold  April  I961  through  January  I962. 
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ram:  of  states  in  livestock  numbers 

Tables  10  and  11  show  the  relative  importance  of  each  State  in  specified 
classes  of  livestock  on  farms  January  1,  19^2,  and  the  number  of  pigs  saved  in 
1961.    These  rankings  in  numbers  are  indicative  of  the  relative  position  of 
each  State  in  livestock  production  but  may  differ  slightly  from  rankings  in 
the  next  issue  of  the  Situation  based  on  liveweight  produced  on  farms  in 
each  State. 

The  largest  increases  in  cattle  inventories  during  I96I  occurred  in  the 
leading  States  and  rankings  were  relatively  unchanged  from  a  year  earlier. 
California  dropped  from  sixth  to  eighth  place  in  total  cattle  and  calf  numbers 
but  moved  up  in  beef  cattle.    Oklahoma  moved  into  second  place  in  the  number 
of  beef  cows. 

Wisconsin  continued  unchallenged  as  the  leading  State  in  dairy  cows. 
The  ranking  of  the  top  10  States  in  milk  cow  numbers  was  the  same  as  for 
January  1^  I961. 

With  the  exception  of  Iowa,  the  11  leading  States  in  sheep  and  lamb 
numbers  lie  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.    Iowa  moved  up  to  sixth  place  in 
national  rsinking  this  January. 

Kentucky  replaced  Georgia  in  the  top  10  hog-producing  States  in  I961. 
These  two  States  plus  Tennessee  and  Noarbh  Carolina  are  leading  producers 
outside  the  Corn  Belt. 


The  next  issue  of  the  Livestock  and 
Meat  Situation  is  scheduled  for  re- 
leas  e  May  8,  I962 . 
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Table  10. --Rank  of  States  in  number  of  cattle  and  calves  on 
farms,  January  1,  I962 


All  cattle  arA  calves 

Beef  cattle 

ajid  calves  ' 

cattle  not  for  milk) 

Rank 

Total 

Beef  GOVS  2  years  and  over 

State             .  Number 

State 

Number 

State            .  Number 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1 

Texas 

9,660 

Texas 

8,712 

Texas 

k,k96 

2 

6,65^ 

Iowa 

5,250 

Oklahoma 

1,622 

3 

Nebraska 

5Mh 

Nebraska 

Nebraska 

1,569 

k 

Kansas 

i^,88l 

Kansas 

^,300 

Kansas 

1,383 

5 

Wisconsin 

^,339 

Oklahoma 

3,230 

South  Dakota 

1,327 

6 

Misso-ori 

k,30h 

Missouri 

3,195 

Missouri 

1,2^4-0 

7 

Minnesota 

h,23Q 

South  Dakota 

3,053 
2,836 

Montana 

1,126 

8 

California 

k,232 

California 

Iowa 

1,028 

9 

Illinois 

3,862 

Illinois 

2,829 

California 

858 

10 

Oklahoma 

3,65if 
3,i+6o 

Colorado 

2,130 

Louisiana 

851 

11 

South  Dakota 

Montana 

1,990 
1,9^3 

Mississippi 

838 

12 

Colorado 

2,333 
2,2i^9 

Minnesota 

Colorado 

803 

13 

Ohio 

Mississippi 

1,501 
1,^^5 

Florida 

713 

li+ 

Kentucky 

2,2^2 
2,17^ 

North  Dakota 

Illinois 

695 

15 

New  York 

Louisiana 

1,^07 

North  Dakota 

69U 

16 

Montana 

2,112 

Indiana 

i,koo 

1,398 

Alabama 

691 

17 

Mississippi 

2,107 

Kentucky 

New  Mexico 

669 

18 

Indiana 

2,103 

Florida 

1,272 

Kentucky 

628 

19 

Tennessee 

1,991 

Alabama 

1,269 

Tennessee 

573 

20 

Pennsylvania 

1,971 

Tennessee 

1,205 

Oregon 

572 

21 

North  Dakota 

1,881 

Oregon 

1,157 

Arkansas 

569 

22 

Louisiana 

1,818 

New  Mexico 

1,155 
1,126 

Wyoming 

550 

23 

Michigan 

1,752 

Georgia 

Georgia 

3ho 

2k 

Alabama 

1,689 
1,596 

Ohio 

1,126 

Virginia 

k03 

25 

Florida 

Wyoming 

1,079 

Idaho 

397 

26 

Georgia 

l,kQl 
1,^35 

Arkansas 

1,01k 

983 

Minnesota 

383 

27 

Oregon 

Idaho 

Indiana 

362 

28 

Virginia 

1,^22 
1,37^1 

Arizona 

957 

Arizona 

355 

29 

Arkansas 

Virginia 

QkO 

Washington 

•  311 

30 

Idaho 

1,359 

Washington 

830 

Nevaxia 

280 

31 

Washington 

1,268 

Michigan 

597 

Ohio 

272 

32 

Nev  Mexico 

1,221 

Wisconsin 

•^kS 

Utah 

269 

33 

Wyoming 

1,126 

Utah 

531 

North  Carolina 

211 

3^ 

Arizona 

l,Okl 

Nevada 

k99 

South  Carolina 

191 

35 

North  Carolina 

907 

Pennsylvania 

k39 

West  Virginia 

169 

Utah 

698 

North  Carolina 

Wisconsin 

1^0 

37 

South  Carolina 

553 

South  Carolina 

371 

Michigan 

117 

38 

Nevada 

532 

West  Virginia 

332 

Pennsylvania 

100 

39 

West  Virginia 

530 

Maryland 

152 

Maryland 

50 

i+0 

Maryland 

1^98 

New  York 

IkS 

New  York 

k6 

kl 

Vermont 

kk3 

Maine 

28 

Maine 

9 

h2 

Maine 

200 

Vermont 

19 

New  Jersey 

5 

h3 

New  Jersey 

196 

New  Jersey 

15 

Delaware 

k 

Massachusetts 

153 

Delaware 

12 

Vermont 

k 

^5 

Connecticut 

150 

Massachusetts 

11 

Connecticut 

3 

k6 

New  Hampshire 

101 

Connecticut 

10 

Massachusetts 

3 

hi 

Delaware 

New  Hampshire 

8 

New  Hampshire 

2 

kQ 

Rhode  Island 

20 

Rhode  Island 

1 

Rhode  Island 

Lted 

bates 

99,500 

69,695 

28,111 
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Table  11. — Rank  of  States  in  number  of  milk  cows  and  sheep  on 
farms,  January  1,  19^2  and  pigs  saved  I96I 


Rank 

:  I4ilk  cows  2  years  and  over 

All  sheep  and  lambs 

Number  of  pigs  saved  1/ 

:  State 

Number 

State 

Number 

State 

Number 

1,000  head 


1  : 

Wisconsin 

2,1+02 

Texas 

5,832 

Iowa 

2  : 

Minnesota 

Wyoming 

2,220 

Illinois 

New  York 

1.  393 

California 

1,959 

Indiana 

k  : 

Pennsylvania 

988 

Colorado 

1,932 

Missouri 

5  : 

lom 

925 

South  Dakota 

1,711 
1,583 

Minnesota 

6  : 

California 

881 

Iowa 

Ohio 

7  : 

Ohio 

lh2 

Montana 

1,576 

Nebraska 

8  : 

I^ssouri 

723 

Utah 

1,258 

Wisconsin 

9  : 

Michigan 

708 

New  Mexico 

1,191 

South  Dakota 

10  : 

Illinois 

629 

Idaho 

1,113 

Kentucky 

11  : 

Texas 

Goh 

Minnesota 

l,02l+ 

Georgia 

12  : 

Kentucky 

5h9 

Ohio 

Q77 
y  1  1 

13  : 

Tennessee 

537 

Kansas 

880 

Tennessee 

Ih  : 

Indiana 

^63 

Oregon 

851 

North  Carolina 

15  : 

Virginia 

378 

Nebraska 

733 

Texas 

16  : 

Mississippi 

376 

Missouri 

726 

Alabama 

17  : 

Kansas 

37^ 

Noirth  Dakota 

715 

Michigan 

18  : 

Nebraska 

3^+0 

Illinois 

711 

Virginia 

19  : 

North  Dakota 

299 

Arizona 

520 

Pptrn  G  vl  vfl  TT?  n 

J.  ^AXllOjr  -i.v  CLllXCI* 

20  : 

Vermont 

29I+ 

Indiana 

503 

Ml      1  <=;   "1  TiTTi 

21  : 

North  Carolina 

293 

Kentucky 

Oklahoma 

22  : 

Louisiana 

271 

Michigan 

387 

North  Dakota 

23  : 

Washington 

271 

Washington 

322 

South  Carolina 

2k  : 

South  Dakota 

270 
26i+ 

Nevada 

297 

25  : 

Oklahoma 

Virginia 

281+ 

Florida 

26  : 

Alabama 

262 

West  Virginia 

261 

Ca  It  f  nTn  "i  a 

27  : 

Arkansas 

23i+ 

Oklahoma 

2I+9 

28  : 

Maiyland 

230 

Wisconsin 

2I+6 

29  : 

Georgia 

226 

Pe  nn  s  y  Ivan  i  a 

23S 

30  : 

Idaho 

219 

Tennessee 

188 

Maryland 

31  : 

Florida 

213 

New  York 

158 

32  : 

Oregon 

170 

Louisiana 

86 

Washington 

33  : 

New  Jersey 

136 

North  Carolina 

SI 

Idaho 

3^  : 

West  Virginia 

135 

Mississippi 

1+8 

New  York 

Colorado 

1?7 

\.C.  1 

A  ■y^V'Cs     0  Q  0 
t\L  JKxilifacLb 

New  Jersey 

36  : 

South  Carolina 

116 

Maine 

36 

Massachusetts 

D  1 

Maryland 

30 

West  Virginia 

38  : 

Utah 

106 

Alabama 

22 

Utah 

39  : 

Massachusetts 

100 

Georgia 

18 

New  Mexico 

i+0  : 

Connecticut 

97 

New  Jersey 

16 

Delaware 

hi  : 

Montana 

80 

Massachusetts 

11 

Wyoming 

k2  : 

New  Hampshire 

60 

South  Carolina 

11 

Arizona 

^3  : 

Arizona 

5^ 

Vermont 

11 

Maine 

Mf  : 

New  Mexico 

hZ 

Connecticut 

7 

Connecticut 

^5  : 

V/yoming 

31 

Florida 

7 

Nevada 

h6  : 

Delaware 

28 
18 

New  Hampshire 

7 

New  Hampshire 

hi  : 

Nevada 

Delaware 

5 

Vermont 

1+8  : 

Rhode  Island 

1? 

Rhode  Island 

2 

Rhode  Island 

United: 

States : 

19,215 

31,1+1+6 

1,000  head 

20,205 
12,512 
7,861+ 

6,6^5 
6,1+68 
^,530 
l+,l+8o 
3,863 
2,783 
2,323 
2,261 
2,103 
2,058 
2,016 
1,1+81+ 
1,^83 
1,279 
966 

773 
710 
693 
667 
653 
609 
515 
1+58 
287 
272 
271 
265 
259 
228 
212 
172 

133 
128 

125 
92 
73 
59 
h^ 
36 
31 
22 
17 
17 
16 

 12 

93,173 


1/  Total  pigs  saved  from  spring  and  fall  pig  crops. 


I 
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Supply  and  distribution  of  meat,  by  months,  October  I961  to  date 


Commercially  produced 

Total  2/ 

Supply 

Distribution 

Civili 

an 

Meat  and  : 

Civilian 

consumption 

period  : 

Produc- 

:Begin- 
:  ning 

:  Imports 

Exports 
and 

Ending 

.Military: 

consum 

ption 

Produc- 
tion 

Per 

tion 

: stocks 

shipments 

.  stocks 

Total 

;  Per 

Total  ; 

person 

'person  l/ 

MJ.1. 

ydl. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

Lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

Lb. 

Beef :  : 

October 

1,335 

171 

95 

5 

173 

35 

1,388 

7.7 

November  : 

1,237 

173 

103 

5 

201 

30 

1,277 

7.0 

December  : 

1,169 

201 

79 

k 

200 

26 

1,-219 

6.7 

kth  quarter  : 

3;lkl 

171 

277 

ll. 

200 

91 

3.88^ 

21.1^ 

3/22 

Year  : 

li^,9l9 

170 

1,022 

56 

200 

360 

_15,^93 

85.9 

15,250 

3/87. B 

1962  : 

Jan^jary  : 

1,327 

200 

186 

February  : 

March  : 

1st  quarter 

Veal: 

October  : 

91 

8 

2 

y 

9 

II 

88 

.5 

November  : 

03 

9 

2 

1 

11 

k 

78 

December  : 

70 

11 

2 

^/ 

11 

k 

68 

[k 

kth  quarter  : 

2kk 

£ 

1 

11 

12 

23I4. 

1.3 

3/1"^ 

Year 

958 

Ik 

Ic 

2 

11 

ko 

935 

5.2 

1,100 

3/5.7 

1962  : 

January  : 

82 

11 

9 

Febr-uary  : 

I>larch  : 

1st  qiaarter  : 

Lamb  and  mutton:  : 

October 

73 

21 

2 

20 

76 

.k 

November  : 

66 

20 

7 

18 

75 

.k 

December  : 

61 

18 

6 

18 

67 

.k 

kth  quarter  : 

200 

21 

15 

18 

218 

1.2 

3/1.2  , 

Year  : 

3l6 

12 

101 

2 

18 

2 

907 

5.0 

825 

3/5.1 

1962  : 

January  : 

77 

18 

16 

February  : 

March  : 

1st  quarter  : 

Pork:  : 

October  : 

993 

128 

18 

11 

136 

21 

971 

5A 

November  ; 

1,03^ 

136 

18 

12 

193 

19 

96  i+ 

5.3 

December  : 

950 

193 

17 

11 

200 

16 

933 

5.1 

kth  quarter  : 

2,977 

128 

53 

200 

56 

2,668 

15.6 

3/17 

Year  : 

10,72^4- 

170 

187 

13B 

200 

201 

10,5i^2 

58.5 

11,475 

3/62.6 

1962 

J  anuary 

1,016 

200 

208 

February  : 

March 

1st  quarter 
All  meat:  : 

October 

2,lf.92 

328 

117 

16 

338 

60 

2,523 

13.9 

November 

2,k20 

338 

130 

18 

k23 

53 

2,39^ 

13.2 

December 

1+23 

IOI+ 

15 

k29 

k6 

2^287 

12.6 

kth  quarter 
Year 

7,161 

328 

 351 

k29 

159 

J.  204 

39.7 

3/^2 

27,^+17 

1,326 

k29 

603 

2t,8l2_ 

154.6 

28,600 

3/161.2 

1962 

January 

2,502 

k29 

hl9 

Februajry 

March 

1st  quarter 

1/  Derived  from  estimates  by  months  of  population  eating  out  of  civilian  food  supplies .  2/  Includes  production  and 
consumption  from  farm  slaughter.    3/  Estimated,    kj  Less  than  500,000  pounds. 
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Selected  price  statistics  for  meat  euiimals  euad  meat 


>MCH  1962 


:  1961 

1962 

Item 

:  Unit 

:    Year  : 

:  average    :  February 

:  or  total  : 

:  December  : 

January    : February 

Cattle  %ild  calves  : 

Beef  steers,  slaiighter  :  Dollars  per 

Chicago,  Prime   :  100  pounds 


Choice   

Good   

Standard  

Commercial   

Utility   

All  grades   

Omaha,  all  greuies   

Sioux  City,  all  grades   

Cows,  Chicago 

Commercial   

Utility   

Cutter   

Canner   

Vealers,  Choice,  Chicago   

Stocker  and  feeder  steers,  Kansas  City  l/   

Price  received  by  farmers 

Beef  cattle   

Cows   

Steers  and  heifers   

Calves  

Hogs 

Barrows  and  gilts,  U.  S.  No.  1,  2  8e  3,  Chicago 

180-200  pounds   

200-220  pounds   

220-21*0  pounds   

21+0-270  pounds   

All  weights   

Barrows  and  gilts,  8  markets  3/   

Sows,  Chiceigo   

Price  received  by  farmers   

Hog-com  price  ratio  \J 

Chicago,  barrows  and  gilts   : 

Price  received  by  farmers,  all  hogs   ; 

Sheep  and  lambs 
Sheep 

Sla\ighter  ewes.  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago 
Price  received  by  farmers   ; 

T^ITTlh 

Slavighter,  Choice,  Chicago   ; 

Feeder,  Good  ajid  Choice,  Omaha   ; 

Price  received  by  farmers   ; 

All  meat  animals 

Index  number  price  received  by  farmers  ; 
(1910-1^=100)   I 

Meat 

Wholesale,  Chicago  ; 
Steer  beef  carcass,  Choice,  50O-60O  pounds.,,; 

Lamb  carcass.  Choice,  1+5-55  pounds   ; 

Composite  hog  products:  : 
Including  lard  : 

71.90  pounds  fresh   ; 

Average  per  100  pounds   : 

71.01  poxinds  fresh  and  cured  ! 

Average  per  100  pounds   ; 

Excluding  lard  : 

55.99  pounds  fresh  and  cured   : 

Average  per  100  pounds   ; 

Retail,  United  States  average  : 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Beef, 
Pork, 
Leunb , 


retail  cuts   

Choice  grade   

Index  number  meat  prices  (BLS) 

Wholesale  ( 191+7-1+9=100)   

Retail  (191+7-1^9=100)  6/  


26.08 
21+.65 
23.)+6 
21.30 
22.25 
19.68 
21+.1+6 

23.17 
23.^2 


27. 7^+ 
26.17 

2l|-.23 
21.75 
21.1+8 
19.21+ 

25. 81+ 
2I+.23 
21+.77 


27.33 
26.13 
2!+.  69 
22.69 
22.01 
20.67 
25.81+ 
21+.1+9 
21+.75 


27.85 
26.39 
21+.61+ 
22.36 

20.21+ 

25.90 
21+.32 
21+.86 


do. 

:  16.07 

16.30 

15.72 

15.25 

do. 

:  15.66 

16.11+ 

1I+.97 

1I+.87 

do. 

:  15.12 

15.1+2 

1I+.07 

1I+.20 

do. 

:  13.65 

11+.01+ 

12.56 

12.85 

do. 

28.85 

do. 

:  23.20 

23.70 

23.06 

22.80 

do. 

:  2/20.20 

20.70 

20 . 50 

20 .70 

20.80 

do. 

:  2/1I+.60 

II+.80 

II+.20 

II+.50 

11+.50 

do. 

:  2/22.1+0 

23.20 

23.20 

23.1+0 

23.50 

do. 

2/23.60 

23.90 

2I+.IO 

2I+.7O 

25.20 

do. 

17.59 

18.31+ 

17.35 

do. 

17.78 

18.51+ 

17.39 

17.62 

do. 

17. 61+ 

18.1+1 

17.20 

17.1+5 

do. 

17.32 

18.13 

16.76 

17.06 

do. 

17.26 

18.13 

16.95 

I7.2I+ 

do. 

17.16 

18.13 

16.70 

16.98 

do. 

1I+.58 

15.83 

13.1+1+ 

13.85 

do. 

2/16.60 

17.60 

16.10 

16.50 

16 .30 

15.7 

16.1 

15.7 

16.0 

16.6 

17.6 

17.0 

17.1+ 

17.1 

Dollars  per 

100  pounds 

do. 

6  SI 

J  . 

do. 

p  .Oii 

5.9^ 

do. 

17.62 

16. 50 

do. 

II+.99 

16  [96 

13.72 

5/II+.63 

do. 

2/15.90 

16.80 

15.50 

16.10 

16.30 

299 

309 

299 

3OI+ 

305 

Dollars  per 

100  pounds 

1+1.33 

i+5.25 

1+3.25 

1+3.81 

do. 

38.99 

38. 81+ 

37.81 

38.39 

Dollars 

I9.II+ 

20.29 

18.1+8 

18.58 

do. 

26.62 

28.22 

25.70 

25. 8U 

do. 

22.70 

23. 61+ 

22.13 

22.3I+ 

do. 

31.97 

33.29 

31.16 

31.1+6 

do.  : 

20.1+1+ 

21.18 

20.05 

20.26 

do.  : 

36.51 

37.83 

35.81 

36.19 

Cents 

per  pound  : 

79.2 

81.8 

79.6 

do.  : 

59.2 

59.7 

57.7 

do.  : 

65.9 

67.9 

68.2 

9I+.2 

98.1 

93.7 

116.0 

117.6 

115.3 

1/  Average  all  weights  and  grades . 
2/  Simple  average  of  monthly  prices . 

3/  Chicago,  St.  Louis  N.  S.  Y.,  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Sioux  City,  S.  St.  Joseph,  S.  St.  Paul,  and  Indianapolis, 
\J  Nuoiiber  bushels  of  corn  equivalent  in  value  to  100  pounds  of  live  hogs . 
5/  Choice  grade. 

5/  Includes  beef  and  veal,  pork,  leg  of  lamb  and  other  meats. 
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Selected  marketing,  slaughter  and  stocks  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meat 


Item 

;  Unit  : 

;  : 

1961 

1962 

XccLr 

average 
or  total 

:  Febr\jary 

:  December 

:  January  : 

February 

•J- J  J 

117 

123 

Stocker  and  feeder  shipments  to 

:  : 

8  Com  Belt  States 

:  1,000  : 

6,339 

311 

1;1;7 

368 

3,033 

128 

127 

205 

Slaughter  \mder  Federal  inspection 

:  : 
:  : 

Number  slaughtered 

:  : 

19,968 

l,i+35 

1,589 

1,781 

11,161; 

788 

877 

999 

^,521 

336 

373 

383 

^,033 

29^^ 

326 

383 

250 

17 

13 

16 

5,005 

385 

l;l6 

l;5l^ 

15,036 

1,117 

1,121; 

1,375 

65,632 

5,078 

5,738 

6,098 

8 

5 

8 

6 

Averagce  live  weight  per  head 

: 

1,0^3 

1,051 

1,053 

1,01^^ 

209 

20I; 

187 

201; 

98 

105 

99 

101 

2ho 

235 

21;  3 

2i;l 

Average  production 

: 

60k 

601; 

60I; 

600 

118 

115 

105 

115 

k8 

51 

l;8 

l;9 

IhO 

137 

ll;2 

1^3 
60 

Pork,  per  100  povmds  live  veight  . . 

. ..:  do. 

:  58 

58 

59 

32 

31 

32 

31 

lard,  per  100  pounds  live  weight  . . 

do. 

111 

13 

13 

13 

Total  production 

•        1  1  on 

12,026 

865 

956 

1,065 

586 

kh 

^3 

52 

716 

57 

5h 

68 

:  9,158 

696 

816 

872 

:  2,118 

159 

181; 

187 

Commercial  slaughter  l/ 

: 

Number  slaughtered 

:  1,000 

':  25,610 

1,862 

2,007 

2,287 

:  7,681; 

609 

612 

665 

:  17,159 

1,239 

1,281; 

1,559 

:  77,293 

6,025 

6,73^ 

7,156 

Total  production 

•    Mn  1  1  T  on 

:  1^,919 

1,085 

1,169 

1,327 

:  958 

73 

70 

82 

:  816 

63 

61 

77 

:  10,721; 

822 

950 

1,016 

:  2,381; 

181 

on  n 

eLX\J 

Cold  storage  stocks  first  of  month 

186 

:  — 

157 

201 

200 

13 

11 

11 

9 

12 

18 

18 

16 

201 

193 

200 

208 

1;1;7 

486 

1;85 

1;82 

1/  Federally  inspected,  and  other  wholesale  and  retail. 

2/  Includes  stocks  of  canned  meats  in  cooler  in  swidition  to  the  four  meats  listed. 
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